Diagnosis of dysautonomia in a cat by autonomic nervous system function testing.
Clinical signs of dysautonomia, including dilated pupils, dry mucous membranes, and megaesophagus, were observed in a cat. The diagnosis was confirmed by use of autonomic nervous system function testing including 0.1% pilocarpine and physostigmine ocular response tests, plasma catecholamine assays, and cardiovascular responses to various perturbations intended to elicit autonomic responses. The cause of the autonomic dysfunction was not ascertained, and the cat was euthanatized after 5 weeks of unsuccessful treatment with pilocarpine, metoclopramide, prochlorperazine, and parenteral nutrition.